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desire to keep the Southern States out of the Union,
professed to see in the ratification of the Four-
teenth Amendment a good opportunity to readmit
the States on a safe basis. The elections of 1866
had pointed to the ratification of the proposed
amendment as an essential preliminary to re-
admission. But would additional demands be
made upon the South? Sumner, Stevens, and Fes-
senden were sure that negro suffrage also must come,
but Wade, Chase, Garfield, and others believed
that nothing beyond the terms of the Fourteenth
Amendment would be asked.

In the Southern legislatures there was little dis-
position to ratify the amendment. The rapid de-
velopment of the radical policies during 186C had
convinced most Southerners that nothing short of
a general humiliation and complete revolution in
the South would satisfy the dominant party, and
there were few who wished to be "parties to our
own dishonor/' The President advised the States
not to accept the amendment, but several South-
ern leaders favored it, fearing that worse would
come if they should reject it. Only in the legisla-
tures of Alabama and Florida was there any serious
disposition to accept the amendment; and in the
<end all the unreconstructed States voted adversely